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ARGENTINA 


IN REVOLT 





HE centre of interest in Latin Amer- 

ica has shifted a few degrees south- 
ward during the last week. The spotlight 
has moved from Augusto Leguia, deposed 
dictator of Peru, to Hipdlito Irigoyen, 
lately Chief Executive of Argentina. 


Unlike Leguia, Irigoyen was not a dic- 
tator in the accepted Latin American 
meaning of the term. He had gained 
great popularity as the leader of the Par- 
tido Radical and had given his support to 
President Saenz Pefia in bringing about 
electoral reform, which made democratic 
elections possible. It was by virtue of 
the new electoral law that Irigoyen was 
able, by thoroughly constitutional methods, 
to wrest the leadership from conservative 
groups in 1916. His first administration, 
ending in 1922, was marked by a friendly 
attitude toward Germany during the 
World War. 


But if Irigoyen was not a dictator he 
was the stuff of which dictators are 
made. Personally strong willed, he was 
the platform, whip and standard bearer of 
the Partido Radical. After his re-election 
in 1928, Irigoyen’s mastery over his party 
became so complete that it began to be 
called the Partido Radical Personalista, 
more personal than radical. 


It was through this closely knit and 
loyal following that Irigoyen ruled. Con- 
vinced that only under his personal super- 
vision could the affairs of the country be 
successfully administered, he drifted, in 
his second administration, into a policy of 
intervention in the government of the 
provinces. Under benefit of constitutional 
“interpretations” Irigoyen removed locally 
elected officials and replaced them by his 
own personal followers. By February 
1930, four provincial administrations 
were thus upset. The Opposition was 
vigorous but ineffectual. In December 


1929 the Chamber of Deputies was brow- 
beaten into ratifying a commercial treaty - 
with England, voting funds for certain 
improvements in Buenos Aires and fore- 
stalling an investigation of administrative 
officials. By nursing divisions in other 
parties, notably among the Socialists, Iri- 
goyen retained control of the Chamber. 
The Senate, however, remained opposed. 


There were economic difficulties also. 
Cotton manufacturers and growers of 
mate (Paraguayan tea) petitioned for 
higher tariff protection early in 1930. Iri- 
goyen answered that higher duties would 
only increase production and aggravate 
the crisis. He likewise refused to be led 
into tariff skirmishes with Germany when 
Swift, Armour, Wilson, Smithfield and 
other packers of frozen beef demanded 
that he protest against the curtailment of 
beef imports by the German government. 


Labor was no less discontented than 
capital during the past winter. Since 
October 1929 a struggle had been pending 
between railway workers and employers 
over minimum wages and annual vaca- 
tions. In March a brief strike of protest 
was declared. Later, in Rosario and Villa 
Luro, peaceful protests gave way to sabo- 
tage, train bombings and systematic de- 
struction of freight. Irigoyen, with his 
reputation for friendliness toward the 
workers, refused to use the army against 
them. Already business leaders were 
showing concern over other evidences of 
a leftward tendency on the part of the 
President. For one thing, there was seri- 
ous talk of expropriating portions of the 
large estates. Last winter the Chamber 
of Deputies put through a bill providing 
for the nationalization of oil lands. Un- 
employment in the capital, complicated by 
immigration, increased. The price of 
wheat declined. Continued shipments of 


























































gold to Europe depressed prices and 
affected the exchange rate. 

Surrounded by his advisers and cut off 
from public opinion, Irigoyen failed to see 
the decline of his former popularity. Al- 
ready nearing eighty years, he insisted 
on directing everything personally. He 
would busy himself with reports of junior 
clerks while delegations of important 
bankers, manufacturers and farmers 
waited for an audience. The Opposition, 
practically silenced in the National Con- 
gress, spread discontent in the provinces. 

Irigoyen failed to see the storm break- 
ing. On September 5 disorders occurred 
in Buenos Aires. On the 6th General José 
Uriburu led the army in revolt; naval 
units immediately followed. Irigoyen re- 
signed in favor of Dr. Enrique Martinez, 
Vice - President, whose administration 
lasted twenty-four hours. 

Will the new military government be 
recognized by the United States? In years 
past recognition was refused to Huerta 
of Mexico, Ayora of Ecuador and Cham- 
orro of Nicaragua on the ground that it 
was contrary to American policy to rec- 
ognize régimes set up by revolution. Sec- 
retary Stimson has indicated, however, in 
the recent case of Peru, that the recogni- 
tion question in South America will be 
judged according to the dictates of inter- 
national law and custom. Prompt rec- 
ognition might induce the new Argen- 
tinian government to reverse Irigoyen’s 
policy of veiled hostility to this country. 


ERNEST GALARZA 


Collapse of the Poona Parleys 

The results of the negotiations at 
Poona, which were made public on Sep- 
tember 5, have further widened the gap 
that separates the Indian Nationalists and 
the British government in India. These 
negotiations originated in an offer of 
mediation made by Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru and Mr. Jayakar, moderate leaders 
in the Indian Legislative Assembly. On 
July 17 they obtained permission from 
Lord Irwin, the British Viceroy, to inter- 
view Mahatma Gandhi and the Pandits 
Motilal and Jawarhalal Nehru, in an effort 
to reach terms by which the civil dis- 
obedience movement might be called off 
and “the restoration of normal conditions” 
made possible. Well over a month of con- 
ferences between the “peace emissaries” 
and the Nationalist leaders followed, in 
the course of which the British govern- 
ment authorized the temporary transfer 
of the Pandits Motilal and Jawarhalal 
Nehru to Mahatma Gandhi’s quarters in 
the Poona jail. The publication of the 
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terms drafted by the imprisoned Nation- 
alists and of Lord Irwin’s reply reveals 
the failure of the efforts toward peace. 


The Nationalists have demanded: 


(1) That a full national government should 
be established, responsible only to the people 
of India, and with the right to secede at any 
time from the British Empire; (2) that this 
government be given control of defense forces 
as well as full economic control; (3) that it 
be given the right to refer to an independent 
tribunal such British claims and _ conces- 
sions, including the Indian public debt, as 
seemed unjust; (4) that political prisoners not 
found guilty of violence should be released, 
their confiscated property restored, and fines 
refunded; (5) that village officers who re- 
signed at the start of the civil resistance move- 
ment and were dismissed should be reinstated 
if they so desired; and (6) that all special 
restraining ordinances should be repealed. The 
Nationalists left the question of representa- 
tion at the London round-table conference on 
India to be decided after these “prelimi- 
naries” had been agreed to by the Viceroy. 


The Viceroy’s reported answer declared 
the Nationalist proposals “impossible” and 
of no value whatever because of their 
“blank refusal to recognize the grave in- 
jury being done to the country by the civil 
disobedience campaign.” The only con- 
cessions Lord Irwin would make were as- 
surances that the restrictive ordinances 
would be withdrawn if the Nationalist 
program was called off, and that he was 
prepared to give the All-India National 
Congress an adequate but not a majority 
representation at the round-table confer- 
ence. He would give no guarantee for the 
release of political prisoners. 


Despite the collapse of the negotiations 
at Poona, the India Office announced defin- 
itely on September 6 that the round-table 
conference on India would take place as 
already arranged. The India Conference 
is scheduled to open in London on October 
20, although it is likely to be delayed until 
the conclusion of the Imperial Conference, 
about November 10. It now seems prob- 
able that the chief Indian representatives 
to the conference will be a number of the 
ruling princes of certain of the inde- 
pendent States, and delegates acting as 
spokesmen for the various moderate po- 
litical groups of British India. Mean- 
while, the civil disobedience movement 
sponsored by the Indian Nationalists has 
gradually extended the economic boycott 
which impartial observers report to be 
gravely threatening the foundations of 
British trade with India. And the repre- 
sentative leaders of the most powerful 
political group in India bid fair to remain 
in jail while the future status of India is 
being considered at London. 

T. A. BISSON 
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